
Development Organisation of the Rural Poor (DORP)
Bangladesh

WASH facilities at Rural areas tackling Climate 
Change effect

Mohammad Zobair Hasan
Director


Blues

838.2389



Background :Climate-resilient WASH in practice 
• Bangladesh is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change 

which is ranking seventh on the 2021 World Climate Risk Index. 
• Approximately 20 million people living in 19 Districts along the 

coastline of Bangladesh depend heavily on various natural sources to 
obtain water for drinking and domestic purposes

• South-west coastal regions started facing increased occurrence and 
intensity of sudden shocks such as floods, cyclones, storm surges

• Onset stresses such as prolonged dry season and increased water 
salinity.

• Climate Resilient WASH technologies are prioritized in National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP) as key entry points of Adaptation. 

• Water Act 2018 is fully supporting Water Security Plan 



Methodology
• This study aimed at understanding the impacts of 

climate change on water security in two coastal 
Sub-Districts of Khulna and identified community 
perceived adaptive strategies to reduce the 
vulnerability.

• The study applied an array of PRA tools and 
conducted participatory workshops with 
different groups of the community to collect 
data. 

• Key informant interviews with relevant 
government and non-government stakeholders 
were also conducted to reach a consensus on the 
community perceived strategies. 



Findings

• Over the years, coastal 
communities have adopted a 
range of adaptive strategies 
using local knowledge to cope 
with climate change induced 
water scarcity. 

• Lack of updated knowledge 
and skills together with ad hoc 
support from government and 
NGOs are often not adequate. 
For example Climate Financing 
and WASH technologies 



Findings ( cont….)

• Years of experience and peer 
learning have enabled 
communities to propose 
solutions which they feel may 
help to reduce risks if applied on 
appropriate way and time.

• Bottom-up approach established 
in service delivery mechanism 
where community engagement 
has increased.  



Recommendation

• Ensure peoples participation in 
decision making process of Climate 
Resilient WASH services

• Increase Knowledge and Practice in 
Adaptive situation

• Increase Climate and WASH Budget 
Allocation and Utilization

• Implementation of Water Act 2018 
and National Adaptation Plan ( NAP) 
of Bangladesh
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“ Despite our responsibilities and resources 
constraints, we have adopted exemplary initiatives 

to tackle climate change. However, developed 
countries should fulfil their commitments of 

providing 100 billion dollars annually with a 50:50 
balance between adaptation and mitigation.”

Sheikh Hasina
Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh 

at COP26 in 2021, Glasgow
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