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Critical WASH services in a climate-stressed and COVID 19 
world

• 5 domains of WASH in HCF

• WASH enables IPC 

• Health systems and COVID-19

• Public and private investments

• Intersectionality of WASH – Climate-
Gender-Health

• WfW Learning Initiative
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Rapid Self-Assessment

• WfW fund partners focused to 
some extent on each of the five 
WASH domains

• Hygiene was the WASH domain 
with the most significant focus 

• Hand hygiene as a critical factor

• The impact of COVID-19 as a driver
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Where are WfW Projects Focusing their WASH Efforts?

Significant Focus Limited Focus



Water for Women Synthesis of Learning Questions

Progress towards the JMP 
basic service levels

What GEDSI considerations 
challenges & opportunities

Future investments 
towards universal access



A Conceptual Framework to implement WASH in HCF with 
national, subnational and local actors 



Findings: CSOs have an Important Role in Supporting 
Governments

• Local context understanding
• Accessibility of policies and 

guidelines
• Country situation analysis and 

national roadmap
• COVID-19 and other health 

priorities
• Climate resilience



Findings: WASHFIT Strengthens Collaboration at Sub-
national and Facility levels

• Contextualisation and adaptation

• Accessing remote geographical locations

• Feedback and accountability mechanisms

• GEDSI considerations

• Climate-resilient and environmentally 
sustainable healthcare facilities (CRESHF)



The responsibility of WASH in HCF can be disjointed 
across/between national, sub-national and local 
levels of government administrations. 

Climate-resilient WASH in HCF improvements 
requires a high investment at the start but saves 
costs long term, supports effective resources and 
energy used, and limits environmental waste 
and contamination

Findings: Coordination, Sharing and Learning Supports Progress

Coordinate and collaborate

Engage stakeholders

Dialogue, meetings, workshops

Achievements and challenges



Case example: Papua New Guinea (PNG)

• PNG is signatory to WHA 72.7 resolution

• 2030 target to reach 100% of HCF WASH 
services 

• National WASH in HCF Technical Working 
Group (TWG) 

• UN, government and CSOs

• WHO and UNICEF Eight Practical Steps 
framework 

• Pilot - National Roadmap and Standards



Conclusion: Advancing Climate-resilient WASH in 
HCF

• Basic WASH in HCF is ‘best-buy’ 
investment 

• Include global tools and 
frameworks 

• multi-year financing, data and 
information 

• Focus on climate-resilient WASH 
infrastructure 

• Understand intersecting impacts 
of climate, GEDSI, and WASH  



For further information on the presentation please contact:

Bernice Sarpong, Technical Lead – Health
WaterAid Australia
bernice.sarpong@wateraid.org.au
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